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Setting up the Clavinova for recording and playback using Digital 
Performer 

 

Recording v. Standalone operation 

There are two ways in which you will use your Clavinova. Either you are playing and recording into 
Digital Performer, or you are using the Clavinova stand-alone, i.e. with no Digital Performer. The 
following are instructions for achieving the best possible experience in both scenarios. 

Recording mode: 

 

 

 

To record into Digital performer 

In order to use the Clavinova as a MIDI controller for Digital Performer, you must turn Local Control 
off. This means that playing a key on your Clavinova keyboard will send a MIDI message to your 
computer. Such a MIDI message will be read by Digital Performer and then routed back into your 
Clavinova where finally a sound will play.  

Step 1: Turn on the MIDI setting screen on the front panel of the Clavinova 

 

Step 2: Press the A group of +/- keys until “Local Control” is on the screen. 

 

Step 3: Press the D group of +/- keys to change the word “On” to “Off”. 

 

Standalone mode: 

 

 

  

 

To use the Clavinova in a regular way, without recording to Digital Performer (stand alone), repeat 
the above instructions, but in Step 3, change the value from “Off” to “On”. Note in the diagram that 
Digital Performer still receives MIDI data and is able to send MIDI data to the Clavinova. The only 
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difference is that you may hear “double notes” when you play something on the keyboard because 
the Clavinova is now listening to both its keyboard and what comes in the USB cable from your 
computer. 

 

Setting up Clavinova to play multiple instruments from Digital Performer 

To set the Clavinova up for multi-channel playback from Digital Performer.  
The Clavinova can accept up to 32 MIDI Channels, each containing a different instrument. The 
Clavinova has to be set up for this type of operation, by setting each MIDI channel to read from 
“Song” instead of Keyboard or any of the other possible values. You only need to do this once, or 
repeat the procedure if the Clavinova has to be reset to factory settings. 

Step 1: Turn on the MIDI setting screen on the front panel: 

 

 

Step 2: Using the A group of +/- keys, navigate to the “MidiInChannel” page. 

Step 3: Using the C group, select each of the 32 channels (Ch1 through Ch32). For each channel, 
use the D group to set the value to “Song”. 

 


